
ONE of the most effective ways of choosing 
the right 4WD ute is to go out and test it in 
your own environment, preferably against 
its opposition. In a perfect world that’s what 
we’d all prefer to do.

But how many of us have access to six of 
the best manual double cab 4WD utilities, 
and the ability to test them back-to-back in 
identical conditions, while eliciting the views 
of six experienced on and off-road testers?

Fortunately you don’t have to even worry 
about it, for NZ Company Vehicle has gathered 
all the vehicles you want to know about. 
What’s more we’ve not only done our usual 
on and off-road tests, but we’ve thrown in a 
couple of real-life work experiences to boot.

The vehicles chosen were all “one-tonners” 
powered by turbo-diesel engines, with manual 
gearboxes and full 4WD with low range. All 
were double cabs, and priced between 
$49,990 and $54,490, with premium 
specifications.

The vehicles were the Ford Ranger XLT, 
Holden Colorado LT, Mazda BT-50 SDX, 
Mitsubishi Triton GLX, Nissan Navara ST, and 
the Toyota Hilux TDi.

Our tests were split into two parts, and each 
vehicle followed the same route, driven by 
every driver.

The on-road route included a trip up the 
tight and winding road between historic 
Clevedon and Maraetai, on Auckland’s south 
east coast, and this enabled our testers to 
get a really good feel of how the vehicles 
handled, as well as being able to sample ride 
quality.

Acceleration tests were done using our 
electronic test equipment, and interior sound 
levels were checked with a noise meter.

We also measured the vehicles, including 
the interior measurements of the wellside, 
and all these measurements are contained in 
the accompanying “Key Facts” table.

To make it simpler to compare specifications 
we have also compiled a table of the most 
important comfort and practical features.

Here’s what our testers had to say after 
the on-road test. We also scored the vehicles 
on a simple first second and third basis.

FORD RANGER
Everybody liked the seats and the seating 
position, and especially the up-market cloth 
material with its contrasting stitching.

“But it rides like a ute, and I banged my 
head getting in. The seats hugged me well, 
but this could mean they will get hot in the 
summer heat”, said one of our merry band.

The interior layout was praised, and 
especially the manual lever selector for the 
4WD high and low range.

Engine performance across the range was 
good, very responsive above 2000 rpm, with 
a smooth slick gear change.

“While not as large as some I can understand 
why many rural people buy them. Very good 
all round,” was one comment.

The biggest compliment of all: “A really 
nice driver. Everything works well. I would 
be happy to drive it to Wellington – it does 
everything I would expect of it”.

And the biggest complaint? 
That old-fashioned umbrella handle 

handbrake under the dash. Although this frees 
up space between the seats, it does make life 
difficult when you need to hold the vehicle 
on the handbrake, especially on a hill where 
you may have to fight against the seatbelt to 
lean forward to reach the brake lever.
Score: Five second places and one third. The 
Ranger came out second for on-road use.

HOLDEN COLORADO
Most of our testers felt it was easy to get 
comfy in the Colorado, and that there was 
some sideways support in the seats, although 
one tester felt there was not enough.
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